
Lesson 7: Participatory Bible StudyFrom this point on, when you meet as a group, you will simply open the Bible and study it together, asking God to show you what to obey and pass on to others. As you individually and as a group have the Holy Spirit, He will serve as your teacher and help you to understand and obey God’s Word. Using a similar pattern every week makes it easy to dig out the truth of the Bible no matter what passage you are studying.
The PatternRead the pattern that Ezra, a teacher of the Bible, used in Ezra 7:10. What are the three things that Ezra did?1. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________2. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________3. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________Essentially, Ezra tried to answer three questions. 1. What does this passage SAY?2. What should I do to OBEY it?3. What should I teach or SHARE with others
The three steps of Gospel obedience: Walk. Repent. Believe.Ezra studied the Scriptures so that he might know what they said, obey them and teach them to others. As you follow Christ, you will notice that obeying what God commands in the Bible (WALK) is more difficult than understanding what the Bible says. In order to OBEY what you've learned, there are two more questions that must be asked:

1. How have I failed to OBEY what I have just read? (REPENT)2. What would I have to believe about God or which of his promises would I need to trust in order to OBEY  I have just learned? (BELIEVE)Confessing our failures to obey God and asking for his forgiveness is an important step in learning to obey God and relying on his power to change.Read 1 John 1:9.   What two things does God promise to do for those who confess their sins to him?1. ______________________________________________________________________2. ______________________________________________________________________Read Romans 1:5. Where does obedience comes from according to this verse?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Read Hebrews 11:17-19, 23-28. What allowed Abraham, Moses' parents and Moses himself to obey God's very difficult commands?______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________When we first followed Jesus, we confessed our sins to God (repented) and believed God's promise to forgive those who put their trust in his Son, Jesus Christ. Repenting of our sins and believing God's 



promises is not only the way we became a follower of Jesus, it is also the way we live as a follower of Jesus and learn to OBEY and SHARE his commands. This is the way we cooperate with the Holy Spirit.
The PowerYou have the ability to understand the Bible because of the Helper that God has sent to live in your life – the Holy Spirit. How does He help you?(John 14:26) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(1 John 2:27) _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Before you begin studying the Bible on your own or as a group, always ask the Holy Spirit to fill you and guide you into understanding the truth of the Bible and give you the ability to obey it.



A Weekly PLANIt is helpful to study a book of the Bible passage by passage from the beginning to end over the course of several weeks or months. Or you can study a series of Bible stories. Here is a guide on how to start.
PRAY and ask for the Holy Spirit to help you to understand and obey what you are about to read.
READ a passage of Scripture (usually between a paragraph and a chapter) out loud in the group. If it is not too long, read it two to three times.
1. LISTEN: What does this passage say? Ask these questions to help you understand the Bible.• What is the main message? (Don’t spend the majority of time on minor issues.)• Are there verses in this context (surrounding Bible passages) that help us understand it better?• Are there other Bible passages that can help us understand it better? (As you have been reading other chapters in the Bible, do they provide answers to help here?)• How would the people this book was written to have understood it?• Make sure every answer comes from the BIBLE, not your own ideas or opinions.
2. OBEY:  What should I OBEY? (The three steps of Gospel obedience: Walk. Repent. Believe)

Walk• Try to focus on very practical ways you can obey and apply what the Bible says. Is there a command to obey, an example to follow, or a promise to hold onto?• NEVER study the Bible without asking God how to obey it. Otherwise, you will have a lot of knowledge without a changed life. Make a commitment to obey these things and ask each other about them.
Repent• Think about the ways you have failed to OBEY what you have just learned. Confess them to God and ask for his forgiveness.
Believe

• What you need to believe about God or which of his promises would you need to trust to obey what you just learned?
• How did Jesus obey the command you just learned? How would it change you if you believed that He did it for you so that you could receive God's forgiveness and blessing?

5. SHARE: What   should I SHARE with others?  • Think about others who need to hear something you heard today.• Make a plan to share this with them this week.
PRAY and ask God to give you the courage to OBEY what you read and SHARE it with others. Thank Him for speaking to you.


